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The French man-in-the-street was bewildered:
" What !" he said, " 4,000 tanks and nearly too
divisions ! It is unbelievable ! Yesterday we were told
they only had 2,000 tanks."
But there was still a further blow to fall on already
stricken France. Italy declared war. " The hour
marked out by destiny is sounding in the sky of our
country/* deckred Mussolini on June 10. " This is the
hour of irrevocable decisions. The declaration of war
has already been handed to the Ambassadors of Britain
and France. We are going to war against the plutocrats
and reactionary democracies of the west, who have
hindered the advance and often threatened the existence,
even, of the Italian people/* That was the bitterest blow
of all to the French. The Italians, whom they knew
that they could defeat in battle, were to despoil them, if
there should be a German victory.
" It is at this very moment/* cried Reynaud, " when
France, wounded but valiant and undaunted, is fighting
against German hegemony for her own independence,
as well as for that of the whole world, that Mussolini
has chosen to declare war on us. ... We are in the
sixth day of the greatest battle in history. Our soldiers,
our airmen and the Royal Air Force have been facing an
enemy superior in numbers and armaments. In this
wax, which is no longer a war of continuous fronts, but
a war of strong points grouped in depth, our armies have
been manoeuvring in retreat. They did not abandon
any strong point until they had inflicted cruel losses 00
the enemy. The kilometres gained by the enemy arc